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The Department of musicology and cultural 
heritage, which hosts the program, is part of the 
University of Pavia, one of Italy’s oldest and most 
prestigious institutions of higher education. Founded in 
1952 under the name Scuola di Paleografia Musicale, 
in 1971 it was integrated into the University of Pavia 
as the Scuola di Paleografia e Filologia Musicale. In 
2013 it ranked first for academic production among 
all Italian departments comparable for size and sector 
of research. 

The teaching staff’s areas of specialisation range 
from historiography to music theory and philology, 
ethnomusicology and popular music studies, covering 
the entire chronological span from classical antiquity 
to the 21st century. The Department  hosts a dynamic 
intellectual community with a tendency towards 
expansion, that encourages direct contact between 
professors and students and it offers an extremely up-
to-date library along with the most modern databases 
in the field of music
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The master addresses European musical culture, 
from its creations and compositional techniques to 
the discourse surrounding music that has developed 
over the centuries and present-day management of 
musical heritage.

The two-year program aims to provide the 
methodological fundamentals, the analytical 
skills and the cultural background for higher level 
musicological research and, more generally, to 
allow students to competently  participate in current 
discussions of music. In the academic panorama, 
musical knowledge appears nowadays to be 
complex and multifaceted: it includes musical texts 
and theories, art and popular music, compositional 
tools and conceptions of performance, the impact of 
media on musical experience, and the functions of 
music in different social contexts. 

The Master prepares students for this composite 
and interdisciplinary knowledge, which is now a 
fundamental prerequisite for doctoral programs 
in Europe and America. The skills acquired also 
provide access to careers in high-level institutions 
dedicated to conserving and promoting musical 
resources, and professions that involve transmitting 
musical culture or conceiving and managing cultural 
events with musical content.

The program is subdivided into three areas:

History, Theory and Text focuses on the different 
types of text through which European music is 
handed down: manuscripts and scores, theoretical 
writings, concert critiques, institutional documents.

Music and Stage deals with the various aspects of 
music written for the stage, from Monteverdi to the 
present day. 

Music in Society and Media explores the 
relationships between music and society and their 
different conceptualizations in theory, in addition to 
the role of music in multimedia production. 

Finally, a workshop on Musical Archives and 
Libraries as well as work experience with concert 
societies, publishers and research centres round off 
the professional training provided.

Entry requirements:
Bachelor degree in the humanities or in music

Tuition fees: 
3,500.00 euros per year

3 scholarships will be awarded 
to cover tuition fees for the first year

Application deadline:  June

Classes will be held in the period October-June

Learning European Musical Culture 
in the Heart of the Italian Tradition
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